N‘EW DELHI, Juiy 21 -~ 'Indian
“Navy men have created a world record
scuba diving in the deep blue waters of
-the ‘picturesque Pangong lake in
Ladakh Himalayas bordering China
‘along the inhospitabie Chishul area at
height of aver 14.2(.0 fecl Ml

This ekpedition waspanai asailing,
‘trekking and diving trip fram' the
southem tip of the Indian peninsula to
the freezing northern top of the coun-.
oy, an adventure ncvcr tried bcfure

ing to find its mention i in the Guiness
Book of}.}'apl_d Records:
Addzc&-amg # Press cunfercncc here -
today after the successful completion”,
- of the trip, Commodore C. G. Mathur'
- . said the 27-member Naval adventure’
- teamx from the southern Naval Com-
.. mand, Cochin started from Kanyaku- -
mari on April 1. It was led by Cdr. P.
2 g}hgmm and ‘Lr Cdr, ‘K. Sanith--

\- “Two officers a.nd 12 sadors took off

in whalers just before the ouset of
monsoon completing a sail of about
1500 kms upto Bombay in 22 days. The:
whalers, small boats, without mecha-
nical power had to take a serjous bat-
tering at sea along the western coast
near Dabhol where fishiog boats came
. to the rescue of the sailors.

" Jammu to undertake the second leg of ‘ngineer and a ‘doctor, After accala-
rplm:cm Pa.ngong'rso adistance of 870 Navy flag, the D-Day — JuIry 18

e diving part of the expedition fs ',

hug: waves had the bcnzr nf lhe sea- Dnh a2 =ird areao{ thig lake isunder
‘men. But for the providential help Indiz white two-thirds fa¥! ®ithin Chi-
from the fishermen, all of them would 'na, the Nzvy officers szid. :
have met a watery grave. The first leg . - A hydrographic survey usiog mod-
of ‘the adventure was complete at erngadgess within 15sq km area of the
Bombay on April 27 aftermaking halts lake was conducted by experts in the’
&t Cochin, Mangalors, Goa and Rat- tean _inciuding a° fub-mariner jAnd

- pagri. “The team then proceeded ta undcmtzt "specialist,i 2 mechanical 7

—'.-,_-._4.,,'.; .

‘the adventure ~ trékking from this matisation and unfurling of the Indian

kums in the Himalayas, They reached arrived for, the divers. “243 312
“here on July 7, This party included two 3 Tn % i i wollens
fficers and 10 sailors as two had drop- s:dc o ma:mam boc!y iempenm

- cold sa!rywaiem:’mc]akc Is n:mper~
ghm: was about two degrees with the ¥
- pressure on the bodies doubling every |

1 | dis-
tance andin cnmciy different Environs
thousands of kilometres away fromithe

‘high seas, was a 'unique’ experience.”
With logistics support from the Army
and the Air Force, enterprise class sail-_
-ing boats were transported to Pan-
gong. Rubber dinghies were taken 10
- be used the mosi important act-diving' -
m Pa.ugong 3

-15 feet dive. They touched the bottom |
‘of the lake scooping characteristic

-stones and small rocks and garnets. i

Some beads were alse® recovered. Lt.
Cdr. S. Mu.khcrjec dw:d npm 120
eet. " -

1At Loo‘.ays Prss eonj’mme Cdr

Despxtc advcrae weather conditions: ‘Mathur said before this soccessful di-
the team members were able to have w.ngmnlak: ataheight of 14,200 feet,
thrilling sessions. of wind surfing and the previous best was ata bcxgh: nf
sailing in the lake which lopked more 12,400 feet. ~-.

like a small piece of goean on rhe roof . The other membc:s of the dmng
top of the country, .. » team werz Surg Lt Cdr T. K. Sab.m

Though bereft of my marine life, K."L. Khati, R. Chander,

* the lake water swept gentle sea waves, Shekhawat, S. Chander, J.S. Bhau S
a delightful sight in the backdrop of Singh, V. Kuimar, Ram Avlar P.G.

Stormy weather hcavy rains and 'loty, mlmmcantammgcs

e i

< “.4'] ..-uo-d'- —— J'-\AL _":

However Unm)msbnan and D Smgn




